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 Opening statements were
made in federal court in Vir-
ginia in the Justice Depart-
ment’s case alleging Google
has an unlawful grip on the
market for software used to
buy and sell digital ads,
known as ad-tech. A1

 Norfolk Southern CEO
Alan Shaw is expected to
depart the company as soon
as this week amid a board
investigation into an alleged
relationship he had with an
employee at the railroad, ac-
cording to people familiar
with the matter. B1

 Apple introduced a new
generation of iPhones that
put AI at the forefront of
the device’s operating sys-
tem, a test of consumer ap-
petites for such tools. B1

More than 11 million Di-
recTV subscribers missed
out on ESPN’s telecast of
the season’s first “Monday
Night Football” game as a
contract dispute with Disney
entered its second week. B1

Givenchy has hired British
fashion designer Sarah Bur-
ton, previously the design
head of Alexander McQueen,
as its new creative director. B1

 U.S. discount retail chain
Big Lots filed for bankruptcy
and agreed to sell its busi-
ness to an affiliate of pri-
vate-equity firm Nexus Capi-
tal Management. B3

 Activist investor Starboard
Value said News Corp should
eliminate its dual-class share
structure, saying it gives too
much influence to the family
of Rupert Murdoch. B3

 U.S. stocks recouped
some of last week’s losses
with the Dow, S&P 500 and
Nasdaq each rising 1.2%. B11
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World-Wide

The Faithful Greet Pope in East Timor

WARM WELCOME: Catholic faithful take shade under the colors of the Holy See as they wait to welcome Pope Francis in Dili
on Monday. The pope’s arrival in the East Timor capital opens the third leg of his trip through Southeast Asia and Oceania.
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Harris,
Trump
Get Ready
To Clash
In Debate
The two candidates
aspire to heighten
contrasts before
large TV audience

‘No Politics’: These Americans
Avoid the Topic at All Costs

i i i

Those exhausted by heated discourse
are retreating to apolitical havens

In a heated election season,
with global conflicts intensify-
ing, news abounds.
Some Americans are avoid-

ing it at all costs.
They are canceling sub-

scriptions, deleting apps, si-
lencing notifications and un-
following rabble-rousers.
Many want no part of Tuesday
night’s presidential debate or
its fallout. Political discourse
has infiltrated everything
from the Sunday church ser-
vice to afternoon football, and
they have had enough.
Even those with firm politi-

cal views say they feign igno-
rance rather than join impas-

sioned discussions. It isn’t,
they say, that they are unin-
terested or uncaring about
world events, but they are in-
undated by the sheer volume
of news headlines. Deciding it
is bad for their mental health,
they are retreating or seeking
apolitical havens.
Cheryl’s Amazingly Posi-

tive, No Politics Allowed, In-
teresting People Group, with
11,600 members, is one. “Not
only do I not care who you
voted for, in this group you
aren’t allowed to tell me,”
wrote creator Cheryl Ober-
miller, 66 years old, welcom-
ing “fellow snowflakes” to
post photos of flowers, funny
road signs and tasteful jokes.
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BY CLARE ANSBERRY
AND KRIS MAHER

A popular, fast-paced trade
has boosted the options mar-
ket to record volumes in recent
years. Now, Wall Street is look-
ing to push it even further.
Zero-day-to-expiration op-

tions let investors bet on
whether a particular stock-
market index will rise or fall
by the end of the day. They
have drawn an enthusiastic
following among amateur in-
vestors, even as skeptics call
them a form of gambling. They
are sometimes known by the
hashtag #0dte.
So far, the #0dte boom has

been limited to options tied to
indexes such as the S&P 500 or
Nasdaq-100. The next frontier
could be options on stocks
such as Tesla or Nvidia.
Currently, options tied to

individual stocks expire

NEW DELHI—This year,
hundreds of students were
bused in for an overnight stay
at the Nature Valley Resort, a
mid-budget hotel just outside
India’s capital.
There wasn’t much party-

ing or communing with na-
ture. Instead, the students
pored over an exam paper at
which they had each paid
about $15,000 to $20,000 to
have an advance peek.
Now, many of the people

who planned and hosted that
cheating holiday have been ar-
rested. Police have filed a 900-
page indictment against at
least half a dozen suspects—
including a police officer with
advance access to the exam
paper—for gaming an exam to

recruit thousands of officers.
India is facing an epidemic

of cheating in college-entrance
and job-recruitment exams, as
the sheer number of people
competing for a tiny pool of
opportunities creates a lu-
crative opportunity for peo-
ple to help students gain an
advantage, often at an enor-
mous cost to their families.
“It’s a game of money. Who-

ever has money can get these
question papers,” said Vivek
Pandey, an activist who helps
students and their families file
lawsuits over exam cheating.
“The deserving candidates feel
shattered and demoralized.”
The money charged for ac-

cess to exam papers means that
even if just a few thousand stu-
dents cheat on an exam, cheat-
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BY JANWOLFE
AND MILES KRUPPA

OBITUARY
James Earl Jones,
trailblazing star
of stage and

screen, was 93. A3

SPORTS
NFL’s new dynamic
kickoff rule falls flat in

first week of
season. A12
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weekly, on Fridays. To bring
#0dte to single-stock options,
exchanges would need to add
new expirations for Monday
through Thursday.
Michael McCaskill, a 48-

year-old day trader and volley-
ball-programs coordinator in
Louisville, Ky., trades short-
dated options in hopes of hit-
ting the jackpot. He is in-
trigued by the prospect of
more-frequent expirations on
single-stock options.
“The percentage gains are

incredible,” said McCaskill,
who has previously made
profitable bets on GameStop,
Netflix and PayPal. “It’s the
short-dated options that give
you that, whether it’s weekly
or daily.”
Financial-industry execu-

tives hope that rolling out
daily expirations on single-
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BY ALEXANDER OSIPOVICH

Zero-Day Option Bets
Draw In High Rollers

ALEXANDRIA, Va.—It is a
rare day when a company faces
a federal-government lawsuit
alleging it is illegally monopo-
lizing the marketplace. Google
is facing the second such case
in less than a year, placing un-
precedented U.S. legal pressure
on the search giant.
U.S. District Judge Leonie

Brinkema heard opening
statements Monday in the
Justice Department’s case al-
leging Google has an unlawful
grip on the market for soft-
ware used to buy and sell digi-
tal ads, known as ad-tech.

The trial, expected to last
four weeks, is taking place in
Northern Virginia, across the
Potomac River from where a
federal judge in Washington
ruled last month that the Jus-
tice Department proved its
claims that Google was using
illegal tactics to preserve its
dominance in search.
The judge in the search

case now must decide how to
remedy Google’s antitrust vio-
lations, which could mean lim-
iting its ability to pay web
browsers and phone manufac-
turers to be their default
search engine. If the company
also loses in Virginia, the
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INSIDE

Vice President Kamala
Harris and former President
Donald Trump have never
crossed paths in person. But
they are about to collide on
the debate stage.

The two candidates are set
to clash Tuesday night in
Philadelphia at the National
Constitution Center, creating
the campaign’s biggest mo-
ment since Harris replaced
President Biden as the Demo-
cratic nominee when he ended
his re-election bid seven
weeks ago. The debate hosted
by ABC is expected to draw
tens of millions of television
viewers, and it comes as bal-
lots have gone out in some
battleground states and polls
show the two rivals engaged
in a tight contest—including
in Pennsylvania.
For Harris, the event is an

opportunity for the Democrat
to make the case for her eco-
nomic agenda, introduce her-
self to voters who still have a
vague impression of her and
reassure the electorate that
she is ready to serve as com-
mander in chief. She has been
blunt when describing her ex-
pectations for her face-to-face
with Trump, whose brash ap-
proach to debating often rat-
tled prior election rivals.
“There’s no floor for him in
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By Ken Thomas in
Washington and Alex
Leary in Philadelphia

Ali Ghulam was the undis-
puted dollar king of Iraq for al-
most a decade.
His three Baghdad banks

wired tens of billions of dollars
outside the country, ostensibly
for car parts, furniture and
other imports. Hewas one of the
biggest operators in an ad hoc
banking system set up around
two decades ago under the U.S.
occupation that gave the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York a key
role in processing Iraq’s interna-
tional transactions.
Years later, when the Fed be-

gan looking closely at where the
money was going, it shut him
down almost overnight.
U.S. officials suspect his

banks were among more than
two dozen Iraqi banks involved
in funneling dollars to Iran and
its militia allies, using front
companies and falsified in-
voices to circumvent sanctions
that block Iran from the global
financial system. Audits of
Ghulam’s banks completed in
May, reviewed by The Wall
Street Journal, reveal extraor-
dinary details of overseas dol-
lar transactions that auditors
said raised money-laundering

concerns. Ghulam, in inter-
views, denied the allegations.
As much as 80% of the more

than $250 million in dollar wire
transfers flowing through Iraqi
banks overall on some days were
untraceable and some portion of
that amount went secretly to
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps and the anti-U.S.
militias it supports, according to
U.S. officials.
A top U.S. Treasury official

told Iraqi officials at a Baghdad
meeting in January that Iraqi
banks “deliberately exploited”
their access to U.S. dollars to
support the Quds Force, a para-

military arm of the IRGC, and
also militia groups operating in
Iraq that the Iranian govern-
ment backs.
The militias were involved in

“ongoing attacks” on U.S. forces,
including some that have caused
casualties, Brian Nelson, under
secretary of the Treasury for
terrorism and financial intelli-
gence, told Central Bank of Iraq
officials at the meeting, accord-
ing to U.S. officials familiar with
the discussions.
The U.S. has taken action to

block the suspected Iraqi banks
from using the Fed system to
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SystemBuilt byU.S.Allowed
IraqBanks toWireFunds to Iran

Gangs in India Help
Exam-Takers Cheat

New Antitrust Trial
Puts Google Back
In the Crosshairs

Diversity Falls
On Campuses
Several colleges are seeing
sharp declines in enrollment
among racial minorities. A3
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 Harris and Trump will
clash Tuesday evening on
the debate stage, creating
the presidential campaign’s
biggest moment since Harris
replaced Biden as the Demo-
cratic nominee. A1

 Emergency appeals have
inundated the Supreme Court
during its summer break, es-
pecially challenges to new
Clean Air Act standards. A3

 Diversity is down at some
of the nation’s most selec-
tive colleges this fall after
the Supreme Court ruling
barring schools from explic-
itly considering race in their
admissions decisions. A3

 Tropical Storm Francine
was expected to drench the
Texas coast before hitting
Louisiana as a hurricane. A4

 Jailed ex-movie mogul
Harvey Weinstein underwent
emergency heart surgery. A4

 The Syrian government
accused Israel of launching
missile strikes at its terri-
tory that killed 16 people,
deepening tensions between
the two countries. A6

 Former ECB President
Draghi delivered his prescrip-
tion for jump-starting Eu-
rope’s economy and strength-
ening its defense industry. A7

 Catherine, the Princess of
Wales, said she had com-
pleted her chemotherapy
and would resume a light
program of royal duties. A7

 Former Canadian fashion
mogul Peter Nygard was
sentenced in Toronto to 11
years in prison for sexually
assaulting four women. A7

Died: James Earl Jones, icon
of stage and screen, 93. A3
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The Syrian government ac-
cused Israel of launching mis-
sile strikes at its territory that
killed 16 people, deepening
tensions between the two
countries amid an expanding
Israeli campaign to disrupt
Iranian arms supplies to Leba-
non’s Hezbollah.
Iran-backed Syria, led by

President Bashar al-Assad,
said Monday that the strikes
late Sunday hit several areas
nationwide, wounding 36 peo-
ple and damaging residential
buildings. The missiles also
targeted military sites in the
western Syrian city of Masyaf,
the country’s state news
agency reported, adding that
air defenses downed some of
the projectiles.
Israel has accused Iran of

using a scientific research
center in Masyaf to develop
weapons and missiles in-
tended for its aligned regional
militias, including Hezbollah,
said Joe Truzman, a research
analyst at Washington-based
think tank Foundation for De-
fense of Democracies.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry con-

demned the strikes in Syria on
state-run news agency IRNA,
but denied it had any military
sites in the country.
Israel has expanded an air

campaign against enemy tar-
gets in Syria since the start of
the war against Hamas in
Gaza, blowing up weapons and
fuel supplies destined for Hez-
bollah, which has backed its
Palestinian ally by firing rock-
ets on Israeli towns and cities.

BY RORY JONES

per and answers to memorize.
“When I went to my test

center, I found the exam paper
was exactly the same as the
one I was made to memorize,”
said Yadav, who was arrested
but not charged.
Awadhesh Kumar, the fa-

ther of another student who
took the exam, said in a con-
fession to the local police that
he paid four million rupees—
the equivalent of nearly
$50,000—to a gang for the
medical exam question paper.
Yadav and Kumar couldn’t

be reached for comment.
In the case of the police

exam, some of the cheaters
forgot to stay off social media,
which gave investigators help-
ful clues.
“The candidates were read-

ing the question and answer
keys sitting in one of the
lawns of the resort,” said
Brijesh Kumar Singh, a senior
police official on a special task
force investigating the police
exam. “One or two of them
clicked photos and made vid-
eos sitting in the lawn of the
resort and put them online.”
As some exams become

computerized, high-tech
cheating is happening, too. In
2022, India’s federal investiga-
tive agency arrested a Russian
national for allegedly hacking
the software for the exam to
enter the country’s top engi-
neering schools so some exam
takers could give remote ac-

cess to others who completed
their exam for them.
Authorities have tried

blocking the internet and in-
stalling video surveillance in-
side exam halls to prevent
cheating. A new law imple-
mented this year lays out up
to 10 years of prison time for
people who enable others to
cheat. In June, as allegations
of irregularities over the med-
ical school entrance exam
grew, New Delhi replaced the
head of India’s National Test-
ing Agency, which conducts
that exam.
At the end of August, the

state of Uttar Pradesh held the
police-recruitment exam
again, this time with beefed-
up security protocols. The
state’s police chief, Prashant
Kumar, said that officials went
to great lengths to ensure the
test was conducted fairly.
The security measures in-

cluded fingerprinting, iris
scans and facial-recognition
tools to check the identities of
the test takers, as well as
drone surveillance. Cameras
livestreamed feeds from the
test-taking centers to a control
room and the boxes containing
exam materials were moni-
tored at all points, he said.
“We ensured that fairness

and transparency passed with
flying colors,” Kumar said.
“Even a bird couldn’t fly near
the exam centers without
permission.”

the danger and difficult condi-
tions. Anger is growing at Ne-
tanyahu, who critics say is sty-
mieing an agreement. He says
his hard line is aimed at secur-
ing better terms in any deal.
Gershon Baskin, an Israeli

hostage negotiator who helped
broker a prisoner exchange with
Hamas in 2011, said the group is
making more aggressive and so-
phisticated use of video. The
videos have displayed a good
understanding of Israeli society,
as well as pro-
fessional editing,
he said. Hamas’s
use of Hebrew
has improved,
he noted.
According to

Arab mediators
and officials
who speak di-
rectly to Hamas,
the militants or-
dered units that
returned from raids on Oct. 7
with hostages to take frequent
photos and videos. That raw
material is kept in an archive
and later shared by teams out-
side Gaza, the people said. The
orders are to apply pressure on
the Israeli government and at-
tack Netanyahu, they said.
“Hamas is exploiting the

public sentiment, which is be-
ginning to become a lot louder
and a lot larger,” Baskin said.
Israel sees the hostage videos

as psychological propaganda. Is-

raeli media previously avoided
airing them, but as the months
have gone on, the increasingly
desperate families of hostages
have given their blessing to air
some of the footage to keep the
issue on the public agenda.
Released hostages told the

Journal that militants forced
them to make the videos start-
ing in their very first days in
captivity. While many of the
hostages said they were genu-
inely angry with Netanyahu

and felt aban-
doned, they said
the actual text
was scripted.
Once, a mili-

tant tried to
make Siegel
more present-
able by giving
her a brush to
neaten her hair.
When she re-
fused, the mili-

tant tried to get her to put her
hair in a clip, but she re-
mained firm.
“I knew what I looked like.

I was disgusting. I was so
dirty,” she said. “I looked at
him, and I picked my hair up,
and I said, ‘beautiful,’ ” she
said. “A couple of hours later,
he told me to come into the
other room and that they were
going to take a picture of me.
So I understood that he
wanted me to look better.”
Qatar and Egypt have tried

to stop Hamas from releasing
any videos of children who
were taken as hostages.
In May, the Israeli military

released an unpublished video
that it found inside Gaza show-
ing Ella Elyakim, an 8-year-old
girl who was kidnapped with
her sister from a kibbutz in Is-
rael, reciting lines for the cam-
era for a hostage video. The
military said the footage was
taken a few days after she was
kidnapped on Oct. 7.
“My name is Ella Elyakim,

the daughter of Noam, and I’m
8 years old, and I’m asking
Bibi (Netanyahu) to release us,
and I’m a prisoner of Hamas,”
she said in the video. She was
released in a deal in November.
Siegel said her captors

would sometimes film videos
of her during a meal. “They
used to make food and put it
on the table,” she said. “We
had to sit next to them and
smile and say everything is
OK, just for the picture.”
Israel, which is closely col-

lecting information on the hos-
tages, uses the videos to try to
gain more information. “I’m
sure that they have doctors
looking at them and determin-
ing what their weight is, what
their physical situation is…dis-
secting every single frame and
picture to see how the hostages
are being kept,” Baskin said.

—Summer Said
contributed to this article.

WORLD NEWS

To limit the fallout, Israel
has avoided publicly claiming
responsibility for attacks in
Syria. Israel’s military de-
clined to comment Monday.
The Israeli campaign of air-

strikes in Syria began about a
decade ago, as the civil war
there left a security vacuum
that was filled by Iran and its
allied militias, which backed
Assad. Israel so far has
avoided dragging Syria into its
fight against Hamas and Hez-
bollah. But it has had to walk a
fine line between conducting
attacks that kill militants and
destroy arms supplies, while
avoiding strikes that kill senior
officials or many civilians and
risk sparking a bigger blowup.
Since the start of the war in

Gaza, more than 180 strikes in
Syria have been attributed to
Israel, an uptick from recent
years, according to Armed
Conflict Location & Event Data,
a nonprofit, and Tel Aviv-based
think tank the Institute for Na-
tional Security Studies.
Assad has refrained from

joining Iran-backed allies in
launching attacks on Israel, as
he continues to fight a civil
war against Kurdish and Is-
lamic State forces.
The drumbeat of attacks

hasn’t stunted Hezbollah’s
military buildup. Some former
Israeli officials have called on
the military to expand its
campaign as Israel also looks
to more proactively engage
the Lebanese militia. Monday,
the Israeli military said it
mounted airstrikes overnight
against Hezbollah in response
to rocket attacks and later
said two hostile aircraft had
entered Israeli airspace from
Lebanon. The incidents ap-
peared to be in keeping with
current rules of engagement.

—Saleh al-Batati
contributed to this article.

Syria Says
Israeli Strikes
Leave 16Dead
Missile attacks seek
to disrupt supplies
of Iranian arms to
Lebanon’s Hezbollah

An Israeli strike hit Hama, according to Syrian state media.
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TEL AVIV—After Aviva Sie-
gel was taken from Kibbutz
Kfar Aza and held prisoner in
Gaza, her captors would film
her for hostage videos, telling
her exactly what to say. It of-
ten took several takes, because
she kept forgetting the script.
The production crew in-

cluded a cameraman and a
person who spoke Hebrew, and
they were quick to remind her
of her lines: “‘You didn’t say
that you’re 62.’ ‘You didn’t say
that you’re from Kfar Aza.’”
The effort that Gaza mili-

tants have devoted to filming
the roughly 250 people taken
during the Oct. 7 attack on Is-
rael shows the centrality of
hostage-taking in Hamas’s
strategy for putting pressure
on Israel and surviving the
war. Many of the hostages
have been forced to record vid-
eos at some point during their
time in Gaza, according to the
Hostages Families Forum.
Hamas doesn’t always make

the videos public. Some have
surfaced only because the Is-
raeli military found them.
Hostage families that have

seen videos of their loved ones
say they are difficult to watch
but are a much awaited sign
of life. “It’s a very slow-mo-
tion form of trauma,” Rachel
Goldberg-Polin told The Wall
Street Journal last month
when asked about a video re-
leased in April that showed
her son, Hersh, alive. “And the
ironic, dismaying part of that
is how many hostage families
say to us, we would give any-
thing to have that video.”
Israel recovered the bodies

last week of Hersh Goldberg-
Polin and five other hostages
who appeared to have been
killed by Hamas. Since then,
the militants released new
videos of Goldberg-Polin and
the other captives showing
them begging to be released.
The videos, which accord-

ing to freed hostages are care-
fully scripted, appear aimed at
pressuring the Israeli public to
push for a deal that would
swap a cease-fire and Pales-
tinian prisoners for some of
the 97 hostages taken on Oct.
7 who are still held in Gaza.
As many as half are feared to

be dead. Hostage families and
many in Israel’s security estab-
lishment are concerned time
for the rest is running out given

BY ANAT PELED

Hostage Videos Stir Public Ire

Aviva Siegel, left, and her daughter Elan Siegel. Aviva said she would forget the script she
was forced by her militant captors to read when they filmed hostage videos in Gaza.
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The footage
aims to whip up
Israelis to push
Netanyahu for a
cease-fire deal.

ing rings can earn millions of
dollars each time, police said.
“Question papers are sold

at extravagantly high prices,”
said Ashok Rathore, a police
officer who investigated cheat-
ing linked to India’s medical
school exam in two states this
year. “It’s a nexus of desperate
students, parents, tuition cen-
ters and printing presses.”
Unlike U.S. universities,

where essays, test scores and
interviews are combined to as-
sess if a student should gain
admission, the route to a uni-
versity education in India is
largely through competitive
testing. Exams are also the
route to many government jobs,
which are sought after amid a
shortage of good private jobs.
More than four million peo-

ple took the police exam this
year, competing for 60,000
jobs in India’s largest state,
while two million people took a
medical-school exam for about
100,000 spots that also became
embroiled in an investigation.
Harsheen Khera, 17 years

old, spent her high school
years taking extra classes to
get into medical school. She
felt good about her chances af-
ter she took the exam in May.
But a month later—when the
exam results were released
unexpectedly on the same day
as India’s election results—her
hopes were dashed.
Khera had a good score, but

her ranking was pushed down
by an unusual number of per-
fect scores this year. Some of
the other high scores were
mathematically impossible
given the exam’s marking sys-
tem, exam trackers said. Soon,
the buzz of disquiet among stu-
dents exploded into allegations,
street protests and lawsuits.
“After studying so hard, all

ContinuedfromPageOne

we get is cheating and fraud,”
Khera said. “Why should I
study when some people eas-
ily make it to the top just by
buying question papers or
paying someone else to write
the test on their behalf?”
The exam scandals are turn-

ing into a major problem for In-
dia’s government. In Uttar
Pradesh, where the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party held
most of seats, the
party came in second to an op-
position alliance during na-
tional elections this year. Sev-
eral young voters attributed the
shock result in part to anger
over the police exam, whose re-
sults were declared invalid as
the cheating allegations grew.
Police officers said people

cheat in several ways. In some
cases, candidates have had
someone else take the exam
for them or have smuggled in
phones to search for answers
during the exam.
But much of the cheating

happens well before students
get into the exam hall, often
organized by cheating rings
that operate as exam-coaching
centers and that have culti-
vated an inside person with
access to the exam answers. In
some cases, according to police
investigations, cheating rings
have sent people to printing
presses to steal exam papers.
Then they gather students

who have paid up on the eve of
the exam and help themmemo-
rize the questions and answers.
In India’s eastern state of Bi-

har, where cheating scandals
are particularly prevalent, po-
lice have arrested about two
dozen people in connection
with the medical exam paper
leak, investigating officers said.
In a confession made to the

police, 22-year-old aspiring
medical student Anurag Yadav
said he was studying in Kota, a
hub of coaching centers in
northern India for India’s vari-
ous competitive exams, when
he got a message from his un-
cle that “the medical exam had
been arranged.” When he re-
turned home to Bihar, his uncle
introduced him to two people
who gave him the question pa-

Students in New Delhi in July protested alleged irregularities in
the results of exams to gain coveted spots in medical school.
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In India,
Gangs Aid
In Cheating


